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“UCLY CHARCES.

Books of State House Officials
s Examined.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Namerous Irregularitics and Discrep-
ucies:Cnnsed by Fallure to Keep
a Proper Set of Books im a
Proper Way. Secretary
of State Complalos.

Senator T. B. Butler and Rzpresen-
tatives ILichards and Ralnesford Tues-

- day submitted a report on the ex-

—

amination of the oflices of the sscre-
tary of state, comptroller general and
state treasurcr. The report was or-
dered printed in the journal and is
considered one of the most sensa-
tional yet filed.

The report says of some of the of-
flees:

“That they have examined the book
of accounts of the above named ofli-
cers and find the « Mces of state treas-
urer, comptroller general and sinking
fand correct, with proper vouchers,
the offices and the books neatly and
well kept, and the committee, with
pleasure, commend the efficiency of
the ctiicers and assistants in these sev-
eral departments.”

The report then recommends that
the comptroller general be supplied
with file cases for the keeplng of the
records of the ofllce. 3

The report on the secretary of
state's office 14 In part as tullows:

This office has not been included in
the examination heretofore, but last
year thiz additlonal duty was placed

n this commlittee, and it has been an
erormous, unplezsint and extremely
dificslt matter to ascertaln the exact
and true éeadition vl 'tte finacces of
this cflce—due to many reasons which
we will attempt to show later.

When we firstt went to this office in
April, 1904, we were Informcd that
we could conclude our labors ‘'in ten
minutes"” and were shown the bank
nooke and a mere statement,
of amounts, aggregate, received
in that oftice, and amount pald
ptate treasurer. Oa lpsisting that
wo came for a real examina
tion, we were begged for time to

- prepare books, ete. However, your

. ‘eommittee went to work but socon

“aogount:-of theabsencs .of

& books and In proper antries of cash

recelved, wrong and improp.r entrles
made In the books furnished, which
bad been badly kept. Your commit-
tee feeling tbe need of a thorough ex-
amination adjourned, and srcured the
services of an aceount, Mr. J. C. Hol-
lis, of Gaflney, 8. C., and with bis
valuable assistance made up a book of
every item we could find and was furn-
ished by Mr. R. M. McCown, the as-
elstant clerk, sald book being now In
the possession of your committee. Af
ter adjourning, and before our return
with Mr, Hollis, many erasures and
corrections were made on tbe books
attempted to be kept. The only way
we could do was to hendle each de-
claration of charter, return, applica-
tion for notary public—la fact, every
papsr during Mr. Gantt's admioisuvra-
tion. Seeing that considerable time
would be consumed In this eximina-
tion, we did nct feel justifizd In go-
ing back of Lis term wlihout express
authority, so dld not do so, nut reel
now that this should Fe done by the
commlttee to be appointed.

1p comparing Lthe rieturn of corpnra-
tors to the charters that were record-
ed, we found some uarecorded and
others erroneously recorded, such as
where a charter had b.en granted in
the sum of 815,000, same was recorded
88 haviog been issucd In the sum of
850,000, This work we did not com-
plete on account of a very damaging
fire in the otfice where, principally, all
records were kept, and since that time
we have been unable to do any such
work for the books were badly Injur.
ed, hence, such examination was nec-
essarlly suspenced.

In many cases we found where over
collections bad been made aggregal:
ing 8367 65, ranging from 50 cents to
877 50. There was no evlidence that
these varliui items had bacn return
ed to the pr per parties, but, on the
contrary, the secretary of state in-
formed vs we '‘had nothing to do with
these excess amounts as that was a
matter batween himself and the par
tles gending them.” We do Lot agree
to sueh a proposition. On the hook
which was suppoged to be kept Items
were left off entlrely. Mo llustrate:
Camperdown mills, chartered April
30, 1804} charter fee €100, and others.

Improper amounts credited to state:
Puckaber Bros., Charleston; charler
foe ©60; amount state credited wilh,
816, March 23, 1904. We fuel ecm
pelled to condemn this carelessness In
handling the peopls’s money, and in
not keeping vroper entries of all mon
eys comling tli.ouzh this ofMlee, &lso
thz “method that has wrevalled In
many Ingtaaces where ¢ eredit systen
has teen allowad. 1’0 glve an Instance,
the Norris octton mliily, charter in-
creased on Aprll 10, 1903; charter fue,
850, amount recelsed after eharter Js-
sued 225, and the cluim way made
that the late Col. . K. Norrls con
tended that ‘‘Lthe onice alrendy owed
him #25."” Either this movey Is lost
to the state or is a los: to Lhe sccre
tary of state; at any rate, such prac
tice should be disconlinued, Lhers
are other Instances. 'hese items§ of
over collectlons may have been re.
turned, but we have no evidence of
game. Your eommittee I8 cogn'zant
of one Instance where there has been
a refund, The charter was granted on
February 23, 1904, and refund made
June 23, 1004, after these matters bad
heen called to the attentlon of this
oflce.

We regret to report that '‘all mon-
eys” have not been pald over ‘‘quar-
tarly” to the state treasurer as Is re-
quired by law, same belng held, In
some Instances, conslderable time af-

‘F'ees from June 13th to Dac™

ter the expiration of the eeveral quar-
ters.

Your cmmitte begs to report that,
as the report of recelpts and disburse-
ments will_show, hereto appended,
the seoretary of state has deposited
in bapk several hundred dollars ln ex-
cess of amounts shown by his books
or evidenced by proper vouchers in
his office, a8 having been collected for
fees. In this amount, no doubt, is
included some of thess excess collzo-
tlons, sent by mistake by different
parties throvghout the state and
which do not belong to the state, but
should be refunded to the proper par-
tles when the charters were issued.

We found by mere chance that one
ftem of 2120 50 fur charter of the
Union Ware House company of Co-
lumbla, chartered on the 15th day of
January, 1902, during Mr. Cooper's
adminlstration, was presented for pay-
ment In June, 1904, and has not yet
been turned over to the state treasur-
er, belng, we are infurmed, now in the
oftlce of secretary of state, There may
be other items of Mr. Gantt's pre-
deeassur still outstanding, but, as we
stated, we did not go back that far.

A letter was then sent by Mr. D.
H. Means to Chairman Butler of the
committee stating that although the
cash book of his cfice had been lcst,
he was realy to check up all of the
accounts except the receipt book., A
letter was accordingly sent Secretary
Gantt asking for these books, but a
reply was received stating that the
fire which guited the ronm made fm-
possible for them to be found as yet,
but that so far as he knew Mr. Mean’s
accounts were always accurate. The
committee then conecluded as follows:

In justice to Mr. Ganti, we beg to
state be informed us the reason his
books were in bad condition was due
to the fact thatb his time was occupied
securlng valuable and necessary in-
formation for Senator Tillman to aid
him in collecting certaln funds from
the pational yovernment, and we are
satified he dic good work.

The bocks and accounts slnce Mr.
R. M. McCown hus been acting as
chlef clerk have been kept In much
better condition, and since our thor-
ough examination {n June it is a very
ensy matter to keep track of the funds
and vouchers,

T'oo mach eare In keeolng the hooks
o this oflce ennnot be spured, for, as
will ba scen by the following state-
ment of receipts and disbureements
durlng the years of 1903 and 1904, a
large amount of money goes through
this ofloa:

Amount received from pre-
decessor .. ...8 2,670 89

Depasited in bunk-; cea. 31,430 89
Lotal o rtn
AN Y S e S A SR 834,101 178
Pald state treasurer ...... 30 302 89
Balance In banlk....... ..8 3,799 89
Fees recelved in 1603, . ..., 16,151 19
Fees to June 13, 1804, ., .. 1,643 13

13, 1904

. 7,165
From predceessor.........

2,670

58
89

Patali. b i .. 233,531 34
Paid state treasurer ...... 30,301 89
Books show balance., . ..... 2 3,229 50

Which shows a balance in banks of
8570.49 over amount the bocks and
vouchers of secretary of state show.
Under the present Jaw charters are
granted oo payment of one mill on
the dollar nn to 8100,000, and in a
great many lInstances the state re-
ceives only fifty cents, and in some
instances as low as five cents, and it
costs the state as much to grant ove
of thesz smull charters as it does one
capitalizad at 1,000,000, where the
fee is 3100, Therefore, we reecmmend
thiat the law be changed by the secre-
tary of state. .
There are about elghtecn or twen-
ty bocks containing the records of
corpuratlons damaged by lire In this
wfer, and while not destroyed, the
bindings and edgs have beesn de-
stroyed and it i: almost absolutely
necessary that these books be tran
serib:d, Therefore, we recommend
that these records be put in batter
shape and conditi:n for pr per hand-
ling and preservation, and that a
small appropriation be made to earry
this Into elfect,
Respectfully submitted,
On part of Lie ssnate.
T. B. BurLER.
On part of house of representatives.
J. G Riciranos, Ju,
T, H, RAINSFORD,

Dynamite Hitled Checo.

A ITaughton, Mich., dispateh says
three men are dead, seven Injured and
three are missing as the result of an
explosion of 10,000 pounds of dyna
mite In No. 3 shaft, of the Kearsarg.
branch of the Osceola Consolidited
mines Wednesday afternoon, No ex-
planation ean be glven for the cxplo.
sion. The dynamite was kept ina
drift at the eighth level and was used
by the men in blasting, The shaft is
on fire and it 18 feared the three men
mis fog are dead. The searching
party was unable toget down further
thian the fifth icvel, The shafis are
Laing sealed,

Found Doad,

A dispateh from Spartanburg says
the bady ¢f an unXnown pepgro was
found rear the slde of the track which
leads off frem Wellford to I'ucapau
cotton mlils Wednesday morning, 1o
s bellevon? that the nepro froze to
lrath duriag Lhe night,  [o wans en
whoub Wellford  and  was drinking
freely, Ho evidently started for his
home and being overcomme from deink
fell down In the slest aud froze Lo
death,

Jumped to Doath.

H. C. Swift, 75 years old, who
came to Savannah from  Stockton,
G, elpht months ago, Jumped from
a window of his home there Wednes-
day nlght and died Thuisiay, e
had been sulleripg from gilp for sey-
eral yeiars. Mr. Swift was a resident
of New Yerk, but came siuth seeking
a warmer climate.

Pleaded Guilty.

In the court at Towanda, Pa., Wed-
nesday Blgler Johnson pleaded gullty
to the charpge that he murdered his
wife, Maggie HB. Johnson and her
nlece, Annle Benjamin, ten years old,
on September 18 last, and afterward
burned thelr bodies. e Is 20 years

old and his wife was 40.

MAKES REPLY.

Mr. Gantt Promptly Defends
Himself From the Charges

OF THE COMMITTEE.

Offers to Resign If His Statements Are
Disproved. The Secrefary Reviews
the Report of the Committee
and Denies Some of The
Charges Made.

Secretory of State Gantt gave out
the follewing, which has been sent to
the general assembly:

Gentlemen of  tha Geperal Assembly:

I beg to sumit to you herewith a
full report of 1 e finances of the oilice
of the secraetary‘nf state and a detall-
ed Itemized statemlent of all ofielal re
celpts and disburseirgnts durlng my
entire term In oflice. Iiheg to Inform
you that I have this day placsd 14 the
hands® of the Btate printer as a sup
plemental report to the general as.
sembly a full, accurate and complete
list of all persons or corporations who
have paid any fees to the office, which
in Its evary detail proves the state-
ments handed you herewith to bz ecor-
rect.

In doipg 50 I beg to make the fol-
lowing statement in reply to the re-
port of the committee appointed to
examine the books and accounts of my
office:

1 have been continucusly since the
appointment of the committee willing
and anxious to make up und present
this statement to them, having uffer-
&d to do 80 open their first visit to the
ofice, but was Informed that they de-
slred the papers of the office turned
over to them withoat any checking,
veritication or statements fo the con
ditlon in which they were at the time,
Presuming the commlittee compelent
Lo come lnto the office. take the books
anil make up a correct statement of
Its affairs, the entire papers and books
of the ofice were turned over to them;
they were furnished a key, which the
chairman retained for three months,
and which was used to gain entry te
the oflice when none of the clerks or
employes thercof were present. This
was permitted to allow the fullest and
freest cpportunity for full and com-
prehensive investigation of the oflice.
During most of the time of the first
investigatlon I was confined to my
house by sickness. Durirg the progres
of this Investigation, reports were
brought to me of statements by mem-
bers of this committee of a shortage
In this office. Upon the conclusion of
the Investigation, which was during
the week prior to the fillng of the
pledges by candidates for State ofices,
L secured an oppirtunity to state to
the committee the reports I had
heard, and asked that they state to
the public what they bad found., In
response to this request, the commit.
tee published a communication in
which 1t was asserted that no books
were kept, which was false, and that
they had collected certaln vouchers
from which they had made up a set of
books, which was equally untrue, as
there is not now and never has been
any ‘‘vouchers” to be oollected, and
the orlginal declarations and returns
of corporators could not be sodestgnat-
ad, and principally from these 1 untier-
stood the committee had made {ts
statements. As I was assurcd that
the commiftee had found nothing
which they especially criticlsed, 1
suppoied the statement they had se-
rured Lo be accurate. I had repeanted
assurances gpiven me that nothing
wrong was found, Consequently my as
tonishment at the remarkable state-
ments made thereln was as profound
48 was my surprise at the partial, in
complete and Inaccurate statem ot ot
the tinancial aff1irs the'eof,

When reduced to its logleal conclu-
dlon and freed from the Inslnuation
and inouendo in which it 18 clothed,
thz report charges that no accurate
books are kept, or proper reeird of
the reeelpts and disbursements of the
«Mice, egnd that the management of
the ottice has been deticient. The only
reply which it is 1n my power to make
to this eharge 13 the renditim atonce
of a full statement of every flnancial
transaction of the cflice, properly bal-
ancing the cash found on hand durirg
my term of ofice. [ assert to be true

that, though prepared u-on less thau |-

24 hours' notlee, this statemant i3 sub-
stantially accurate, and I will forth
with and immediately reslgn as secre-
tary of state if I cannou prove to the
satisfactlon of any compatent and un-
prejudiced booklkec per that it 1s a sat-
Isfactory statement of thz condition
of the cffize. ard that the statement
of the committes purporting to he
such I8 not a true statement of 1§ af
fairs and contalns many errors.
REPLIES TO ASSERTIONS.

Replying to the several remarkahle
assertions of the commiitee, I wish
to quote them as follows:

“When we went Into the cMss wo
were informed that we could con-
clude our labory In 10 mlnutes.” I de-
ny absolutely and uncquiveeally thau
[ made any slatement at all In refer-
coce to the time It would requlre to
make Lhe Investigation to any mem-
ber of thls ecmmittee,

YO0 Insisting that we came for n
real examination, we were begged for
time to prepire books.” I neither beg-
ged or earcd for any time whatever:
L suggested that I would like to et eck
over the entries that "ad not been
checked for possible errora; 1 Supgpest-
ed that the examination would be fa
cllitated ifthe commitles would per-
mit me to muke a complete statement
of its affalrs, showing proper balances.
Both offers were declined, and evident-
ly mnlsconstrued. As a result of the re-
fusal of the committee to accept any
help or suggestion In their work, noth-
Ing whatever was accomplished during
two entire weeks, and when Hollls,
the expert, came everything that had
been gone over was reche cked.

“Many erasures and corrections
were made on the books."

Mr. McCown says that he made one

or two corrioilons, with the knowl-
edge and, he thought, permission of
the committea.

‘A charter has been granted in the
sum of 81,600, same was recorded as
baviog been Issued In the sum of §50,-
000.”

This has never been cilled to my
attentlion, and I have no idea to what
i8 referred. 1 would suggest that a
record  must havs been accessible to
them which showed the proper capital
stock.

“In many cases w> found where

over collections had been made aggre-
gating 8367,55.”
" 1 beg to say that owlog to the
charge In the law for rceording cer-
taln papers, reducing the fee 50 cents,
the reduction has been friquently
overlooked by applicants for charters,
In spite of the adoption of every
means by the office to appralse the
public of It. As every declaration on
which it Is pald Is followed generally
In two or three days with a return
upon which a further fce Is payable,
It has been the practice of the office
to deposit the additional 60 cents to
tbe eredlt of the otfeial acconnt of
the oifiee, to be applied ou the return
fes, In some cascs the return has
been delayed, and in others it Is nover
made. Therd is now unrafunded of
theso matters, the sum of 841 25,
which Is In bank Lo the credit of the
State.

"‘Improper amount crediled to the
State: Puokhater Bros., Charleston,
5. C., charter fee 850; amount State
credtted with 815."

It was discovered by the committee
that the cid'se had falled to detect an
error in computing the proper fee for
the charter of this concern made by
John O. Mebrtens, Esq , their attor
ney. Oaly 2156 had been paid the
office, as It was so entered. When
the committee called attention to the
error, the attorneys were wired and
immediately remitted the balance of
835, which was entered on the books
48 s00n as rec ived ard the matter
explained to the committ-a.

"*All moneys bave noti been turned
over quarterly to the State treasu-er.”

It 1s true that I have directed Lhat
funds be not checked out of the bauk
until ample time has bean allowed for
the collection of all cheeks, ect., de-
posited. Somelimes a check whieh is
recelved by the ofic: is not paid when
presented, and confusion In our ae-
counts arises therefrom. For In-
stance, on March 3cd, 1003, a check
glven by Thos. B. Dutler upon the
Qarolina National bank for 33 was re-
fused payment when presented, and
the arnount was not finally collected
for about three months. It would
have been inconvenient to have turned
that over to the State treasurer, even
though ithe cflice boaks showed that
It: was chargeable to us.

““We found by mere chince that
one item of 8102 50 for charter of the
Union Warehouse company of Colum
bia, chartered on the 15th @uf ot
January, 1902, was presented for pay-
ment fo June, 1804, and has not been
yet t:urncr.l over to the State treas-
urer.”

It is true that I discovered that
tnrough some neglect there had been
a fallure to collect the fee for this
charter. I demanded its payment and
4 check was glven therefore, which
was held for final determination as to
its proper disposition. This checlk is
properly accounted for,

“There were certaln books we had
In our possession last year conecerning
the perlod of Mr. Gantt's predecessor
which we were informed were kept by
the present secretary of state,”

""I'he present secretary of state!
wishes tosay that he bas never, ex-
cepb fur a short perlod at the begin-
niog of his own term, kept any of
the cash acesnnts of the cilice. Dur-
iog Mr. Cooper's term  these accounts
were kept by Mr. D, H. Means and
the record books during this period
lave never been in the personal cus-
tody of the present secrctary of state.

AS TO FEESH,

When feeg wera pald the office to
him, they were turncd over to Mr.
Means, whose personal recelpt was
taken therefor. Prior to this time,
recelpts were token, the same prac.
vlce belng In vogue. He reparded
Mr. Meang' letter a3 omliial notlee to
him of the loss of the bouks, from a
subordinate to his superior oflizer,

The statement I8 mads, however,
that the report of the secretary of
State and the original papers and ree.
wrds which were used by the commit-
tee to verify the liabilicies durlng the
present term, can be maae to serve
the same purpose even in the absenc:
of this book, while deposit at the
banks and payments to the State
treasurer will show all disburgements

Agaln reverting to the general fea-
tures of this report 1 wish to say that
I requested an opportunity to test
the accurasy of tho figures made up
by the commitiee and to explain any
canse for critieism that appeared to
thew, bub was refused. Without
haviog seen the totals arrived at, I
challenge the accuracy even of the
addition in the purported statement
which was made up. 1t does scem
that men who proclalm so loudly
thelr ] alousy of the piople's money
should at lesst put enough value
upon the character and reputation of
i man that they would at leaab re-
fraln from Imputing to him that
which Is disoreditable until they had
obgerved the caution of ascertalning
facts to rest their assertlon on, and
when criticising the efllciency of an-
other to be e:rtain of thelr own,

Respectfully submitted,
T, L. GANNT,
Secretary of State.

Found With Throat Cut,

The little town of Pearscn, Ga.. on
the Brunswlek and Western ratlroad,
was thrown into the widest state of
excitement Wednesday morning by
the discovery of the mysterfous mur-
der of Mrs. Mary Smith, an aged
white woman, Mrs. Smith resided
on the outskirts of the town with her
little ten-yearold grand daughter.
Wednesday morning the sereams of
the ebild atiracted the attention of
nelghbors, and upon investigation the
dead body of the woman was found
In the house with her throat eut from
ear Lo ear. The child could glve no
Information about the killlng. She
had only discovered her grandmoth-
er's body a few moments before the
nelghbors arrived.

GOVERNMENT COTTON REPORT.

Numbér of Bales Ginned to-January

106th, 1003,

A report ftsued by the census bu-
reau Wednesday shows the quantity
of cotton ginned from the growth of
1804 t0 Jacuary 16 to be 12,707,000,
counting round as half bales. Thess
eenslst of 12 524,777 square bales.
289,425 round bales and 98,110 sea
island bales.

Counting the amount as running
bales the total {8 12 912,312, This
was ginned by the 30,221 ginnerles
which were operated at some time
this season privr to January 16. The
statistics of the cotton ginned to the
correspouding date of 1004 show a
total of 0,869,377 bales, embracing
9,038,800 square bales and 7,407,480
round: bales aud 72907 sea island
bales and 30,171 active ginneries.

Ia the canvass this January 824
glonners have refused returns or falled
to report and the quantities previous-
ly returned by them have been
broughp forward for this renort with.
out apy addition. The total quantity
of cotton thus brought forwa-d s
327,243 ruoning bales, A maximum
estimate of the quantity ginned by
thes= establishments between Decem-
ber 13 and January 16 is 32,724 run-
niog biales. This estimate of 32 724
bales Isinot included in the above to-
tals. In this report no account has
been taken of linters obtalned by cot-
ton seed oll mills from working cot-
ton seed.

The {nal report of the season will
be issued about March 25. The final
report, will distribute the crop by
countfes, agregate upland and sea
Island. cotton and give welights of
bales. &

In connection with the census di-
rector the reportsays that every com-
plalotregardiog the accuracy of the
returng ot Individual ginners which
has reabhed the census office has bren
carefully Investigated and no materlal
8ITOTs fu far been found.
iy REPORT BY STATES,

The'Yeport by states and running
hales follows:

States, Bales. Ginneries
Alabama,...... .1,422,426 3.602
Arkansas....... 826 528 2,140
Floridgsll i, 81,855 279
Grorglat ..ol 1,003 668 4,074
Indlan Ter...... 463.549 60D
Kentutky ...... 1,882 ]
Loulslana, .. .... 1,005,328 2,223
Mississtopl. . .... 1,676,853 4,055
Missouti........ - 44,203 6
North: Carolina.. 704 801 2,829
Oklahoma .. .... 323,727 298
South Garolina. .1,144 514 3,244
Tennessce .. .. .. 298 132 68
Texas,|. ......3.098,008 4,403

.. ..., 15.938 120

Vlrg__di'.\,t .

RIS 1

~ 455 Pale of'a Talking Tree,
o o i arm-of Will' Albert,
mesn, oEdbyeodnty, Ky., the people:
are rTrrought np over the ‘'talking
tree” that has been there for some
time. Inormouus crowds contlnue to
gather there almost every Sunday to
bear the strangs nolses that come
from the tree. The volce can be dis-
tinctly heard, and says. ‘''There are
ureasures buried at my roots."

A party comprising the most trust.
worthy eitizzns of the county, visited
the tres to muke a thorough investi-
gation for themselves as to the nolses
being heard. They listened patient:
ly for several hours when a sudden
crash, which has been glven many
times before the marvelous produc-
tion of the human voice, cams., The
mystery yet remains unsolved, and so
greatb has the number of peuple been
who bave gone there in the last sev-
eral months that the tree I8 now dead,
caused by the continuous tramping on
the earth surrounding the tree,

‘'he only theory that has been sug-
gesied Is that a man was killed under
the tree in 1862, and whi'e many do
not belleve In ‘‘spirits” the facis are
so plain and the volce can be so ils-
tinetly heard that they cannot dispute
the fact. A family of people who
lived there several years ago became
so frightened at the voice that they
gold their farm atv o sacrifice, went
West and are now {iving in Texas,

DBought by Mra. Lander.

The property of the Willlamston
Female college was sold at publie ous-
cry Monday in Anderson. ‘Ihe bulld-
ings and grounds were bld {n by Hon,
Gev. B, Prince for Mrs. L. A. Lan-
der for the sum of 86 550. Sinee the
remcval of the college to Greenwcod
the property has been of no material
use to the Institullunand a sale way
deemed most adylsable. The grounds
cover u little more than five acres,
upon whieh i4 lceated the old college
bullding, built under the direction of
Dr. Lander, its founder. It s prob-
abla that the buildlng will be con-
verted into a hotel.

Eapress Ofllee Closed.,

A dispatch from North to The
State says the sudden closing up of
the cflca ,of the Southern Express
company thers has besn the toplo of
much dlseussion, Numerous pack-
ages for people at that point have
been plgeon noled elsewhere. It 18
learned on rellable authority that the
rallroad commission has glven no au-
thority for the closing of the ofilze
and an investigation has been starged,
It Is understood that the company
enters the plea of not belng abla to
et an agent,

Kiltea by a Prain,

Miss Magnolla Waters, a young
lady of Westmlnster was run over
and killed by the fast mail Monday,
The deploruble aceldent happened at
Harbins, about four miles south of
that place. Miss Waters was 27
years old and was 51T eted with deaf-
ness, which probably acoounts for
her not having heard the approaching
traln,

Cut Aoreago and Hold Crop.

At a meeving of the Greenvlllie
County Cotten Growers' assoclatlon
held Monday the [farmers present
pledged themselves to decrease acre-
age 256 per cent., buy less fertilizer
and to hold cetton on hand until paid
10 cents a poL nd,

Assigned £'o South Carolina.
Postoflice Inspector Gregory has
been nssigned to duty in vhe lower
part of South Carollng, succeadiog Tn-
apector Marle, who has been valled to

Wasnington for sorvice at that piace

WILL MEET THEM.

President Roosevelt Names the
Day When He Will See

COTTON GROWERS

Representatives, Who are Headed by
Chairman,
Abont Fifly Southers Leading

Mill Men Expected to

Senator McLaurin as

Meet Committee.

President Roosevelt has appolated
Monday, Keb. 20, at 12 o'clock, tu
meet the committee of 10 appointed
by the Naw Orleans Cotton Growers'
convention toconfer with the presi-
dent, seoretary of agriculture and
mill men with & view to making
arrang-ments to enlarge Amerla's
cotton trade with other countrles.
The committee will also confer with
the secretary of commerce and labor.
About 50 leading mill men from every
southern State are expooted to meset
the committeo at the Ralelgh hotel
In Washington at 4 o’closk on the af-
ternoon of Saturday, Feb. 18. Sena
tor MoLaurln, the chairman of the
speolal committee, gives out the fol-
lowing corre"zondence for publioa-
tlon:

Florence, Alr., Feb, 4, 1906.
To the Honorable Senators and Con-

gressimen representing the Cotton

Growing States In the Congress of

the United Suates:

Gentlemen: I beg to call your at-
tentlon to the following resolution
adopted by the National Cotton Grow-
ers' association in convention as
sembled In New Orleans, Jan. 24th to
28th, 1005:

‘"Whereas, the present markets for

Amerlean cotton products are not
s'ifficlent to disposs of the present
arop; and
‘' Whereas, we believe the consump-
ulon of entton cun be greatly increas:d
in the markets of the world; and
"“Whereas, such Increases will re-
sult In untoll good to the cotton
growing States, reducing the surplus,
thereby oreating a greater demand
and necessarlly higher prices for our
cotton; thercfore, be It
“‘Resolved, That a epecial commit-
tee be appointed by this convention
the confer with the president of the
Unlted States, the secretary of agrl.
oulture and the manufacturers of oot-
ton goods, to obtain such concerted
action aa will enlarge our trade in oot-
ton products In forelgn countries.” -
I beg further to call your attention
to the faoct that this was the most
representatives body of men which
has ever before been called together
to discuss the great agricultural in-
terests of the south.

You are therofore earncstly rcquest-
ed to give your active and hearty sup-
port to such measures as will effectu-
ate the purposes embodlcd in these
resolutions.

Most respectfully,

JoHN LOWNDES MCLAURIN,
Chairman of Special Committes on
Forelgn Trade, Cotton Growers'
Convention.

ERISTER ABHCRAFT,
Secretary.

I'lorence, Ala., Feb. 8, 1005.
Hon. James Wllson, Secretary of
Agricultre, Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: I beg to make grateful
acknowledgment of your favor of the
2d, and to thank you for your very
courteous suggestion contalned in
some,

Acting on your advice. I have to-
day directed a letter to Ilon. Vietor
H. Metcalf, asking his eo-oparation in
our effort tu enlarge our forelgn mar-
kets.,

It 1s a grent pleasure to notd your
hearty approval of this movement,
and 1 feel sure thet we will recelve
wise and valuable sugygestions from
you when our committeo visista Wash-
ington on February 20Lh,

Thaoking you for the Intereat you
haye shpwn in this matter, I have
the bonor Lo be

Most respecifully yours,

ERISTER ASHERAFT.
Secretary of Speclal Committee on
Forelgn "Trade, Cutton Growers
Conventlon.

Washington, Feb 2, 1005,
Mr. Erister Asheraft, Fivrence, Ala-
bama,

Dear Sir: I bave your letter of
January 28ch, asking whether it will
be agreeable to rie to co-operate with
the committes appointed by the cot-
ton growers’ copvention recently held
at New Orleans for the purpose of oh-
taining concerted action looking to-
ward an extenslon of our forelgn mar-
kets for cotton produots.

I entlrely approve of this move-
ment, It islegitimateand wise, and
anything this department can do to
help will be very cheerfully done, Lut
permit me to call your allentlon to
the fzob that congress has created a
new department, that of commerce
and labor, one of the objicts o do
thls very kind of work, 1 think it
would not be wige for you and your
assoclates to Ignore that department;,
and I advise you to get into com-
munication with the sceretary of com-
merce and labor, Hon. Vietor H.
Metcalf, and sollelt his ea-operation
in your enterprise. Of course I ghall
be pleassd to meet your coramlittee at,
uny time, but I advise you to call
also upon the secratary of commerce
and labiw, 1In faot, I advise you to
do that first.

Very truly yours,

Jares Winsow,
Becretary.
I".orence, Ala,, Feb, 0, 1005,
Hon. Victor I. Metcalf, Secretary of
Commerce and Lubor, Washing-
ton, D. ©.

Dear Sir: Pursuant to a resolu-
tlon adopted by the cotton growers'
convention in New O:leans, January
2ath, a special committes, of which
ex-Senator Jno. Lowndes MeLaurin

of Bouth Carollna Ia cbalrman, will

vislt Washlpgton on Febiuary 20th,
to take up the speclal work called for
by the resolution looking toward the
enlargement of forelgn markets for
cotton products.

I trust it will be convenient for you
to see the eommittee, and that they
may.have your co.operation in this
movement.

Hoping to have from you & favor-
able reply, I have the honor to be,

Obediently yours,

ERISTER ABHCRAFT.
Seoretary Spcefal Committes on For-

elgn Trade, Cotton Growers' Con-
vention.

STARVED TO DEATH.

How a Negro Fecaped Trial in Court
at Columblia,

Was Wanted fur Shooting at a Police

Officer, But Preferred to

Htarve to Death.

The Record says word was received
in Columblia one day last week that
Sam Harris, the negro who is wantad
ln Columbia for attempted asssult
and battery, and who was caunght in
Savannah some time ago, will not be
be returned to the city. The reason
is plain enrugh., Harris has starved
himself to death In the BSavannah
Jall, ending one of the most rcmarka-
ble crim!nals with which the police
bave had to deal.

Harrls 18 a Columbia negro, and
while not desperately wlcked, was
Just bad euough to be continually in
the bands of the palice. About three
years ago In a rald by the police he
shot twice at one of the officers and
dashed out of the house, which had
been surrounded by the police. A
number of shots were fired on both
sides, but Harns escaped and nothing
was heard of him until about ten
days ago, when It was dlscoverad that
he was at work on the chalngang In
Savannah. The authorities there
were notified and preparations made
for his return, but the negro deliber-
ately rafused all food until he was so
weak that {t was neceasary to mend
him to the hospital and there he died.
The Bavanaah papers contain long
accounts of the remarkable end of
Harris, and the News has the follow-
Ing:

*'One of the most remarkable cases
of sulcide known to the Savanpah
authorities was brought to light re-
cently when Sam Harrls, a negro
prisoner, died at the county jail prac-
tically as the result of his self-Imposed
starvation,

Exhibiting the most wonderful will
power In abstaining from partaking
of food, the man slowly wasted away
untilk he was past all medieal ald.

“Harris' enforced starvation was
the resuly of being told several days

answer the oharg Rodb o
police rergeant some time previons to
the crime for which he was commit-
ted last February.

‘*With the explration of his sen:
tence but ten days off he was rudely
awakened from his dream of liberty
about a week ago by the boss at the
convict camn where he was confined.
From thaeoGur he grew morose and
refused to eat. No manner of per-
suasion could Induce him to partake
of food enough to sustain him and
slowly he wastea away.

*‘Oarris was arrested by Patrolman
R. B. Davie on Llberty and Est
Broad streets In January, 1004, He
resisted while walting for the patrol
wagon, and shot the offcer u the leg.
Ie was rearrcsted and given twelve
months on the chaingang, and with
his time off for govd behavior would
have been a free man on February 15.
About ten days ago the authorities
bere recelved a letter to hold Harris
when he was released, that hs was
wanted at Coiumbla for shooting at a
police sergeant while reslsting arreat.
The order was sent to the Pipc Mak-
er's creek eamp, where Harrle was
confined, and the unwelcome news
was transmitted to Harrls.

‘‘After fasting for a week the man
grew sick and his condition was suoh
that he was ordered placed in the ho;-
pital ward at the jail, where ho re-
mained until his desth., The county
physician said the case was the most
remarkable he had ever attended.”

A Gruesomp Find.

-A dispateh from Union to The
State snys & gruesome lind was made
at the Monarch cotton mills Wednes.
day afternoon when as the cotton was
drawn through the long black suetion
pipe Into the plcker room, In the
midat of which, as it fell out, was a
long black withered fluger. The miss-
Ing member was apparently the third
fir gar of the left hand and the nail
still remained on . Where the cot
ton the finger was found in came from
of course cannot be ascertalned, but
it 1s thought It must have beaen here
in Unlon county as Monarch mlilla is a
heavy buyer of Unlon county ralsed
cotton.

A Pair of Fools,

A dispateh from Dresden, Tenn.,
says young Willla McOaleb, 156 years
old, and his former teacher, who ia
ncw his bride, though she is 30 years
old, must go Into exlle as a result of
their elopemant, The Indignant
fatlier of the lad bas made this the
condition upon which he will refrain
from begloning proceedings against
phe woman on a oharge of kidnaping
his gon. 8o the bappy couple wlill
take to Arkausas next week., Deapite
the sentence. nelther showa the
slightest regrat., ‘'The bride sdys she
would be happy In a desert with her
youthful lover, while Willle adoriogly
declares he would follow the woman
to the end of the earth.

Distressing Aocident,

Mr. Charlle Livingston, a young
man about 21 years old, while ad)just-
ing a belt at A L. Otts' glanery at
Elloree, Toursday, was caught in the
shafting and both arms and legs were
broken. The body of the young man
was wrapped around the shafting In a
most torturing manner, mutllating
the fllesh of his legs and breast before
assistance could reach him. Medieal
ald was quickly summoned and all
that 18 possible I8 being done to save
the youvg man. Mr. Livingtson Is a
clever and prowmlsing man and the
unfortunate accldent 18 greatly deplor-
ed there.

—————

The Negro Question Says Repub-
lican Congressman Boutele,
. D 3 : .

WILL AID THE SOUTH

Ia WorKing Out tie Great Race Problem

that Confrants Her. He says Infel-
ligent Smpathy from the North
Is Necessary to Accom-:

plish Great Work.

Representative Henry Sherman
Boutelle, cf Illinols, was tha prine!pal
orator =t ths annual McKiviey dinner
of the West Ead Republican club at
Delmonico'srecently. ‘About 250 mem-
bers and gueats were present. Charles
F., Bostwick, president of the club,
was toastmaster, and with him at the
guests’ table were Gen. Stewart L.
Woodford, Job 1i. Hedges, Represen-
tatives Henry 8. Boutelle and Jamea
R. Mann, of Illinois; Herbert N, Par-
sons, Willlam 8. Beonett and William
H, Douglass, Judges John Prootor
Clarke and Edward McCall, and Wil-
liam Halpin, cbairman of the Repub-
lican county commlittee,

“The South and the Republican s

Party” was the subject of Mr. Bous
telle's address. He devoted the larger
portion of his address to the dlscus-
slon of the negro question, as regard-
ing auffiage in toe South. He sald in
part:

‘'A great and wondertul change has
come over the Socuth in the past
twenty years—a change that can only
be understood by contrasting the pres-
ent situation in the Southern states
with the conditions that exlisted dur-
ing the ten years immediately follow-
ing the oivil war. No people were
ever brought face to face with more

utter desolation than that which con-

fronted the men of the South on thelr
return from Appomattox. It was not
alone that they had lost the canse for
which they bad fought. Their whole
doclal, Industrial, and political fabrio
lay In rulns, Thelr task was to bring
a new order out of chaos, and they
have trlumphed gloriously.

“*And we of the North rejolce with
them in their prosperity, for ara they
0ot our people, bone of our bone, and
flesh of our fiesh?

"‘Betwren 1880 and 1900 the Scuth's
lavestment in agriculture Incressed

ago that us seon a8 he completed his | 76 per cent., while that of the rest of.
santence on the county. chaingang begithe cou 58d .66 3
| would be taken ta Columbld 8. GF- " § p :

. olid: LU B ot UHUER o
0000,000,000, and the annual value of
farm products from £660,000,000 to
$1,300,000,000. The rallroad mileage
bas increased from 20,600 to 52 600
mjiles, and the value or exports has
risen from $260,000,000 to 8464,000,-
000.

*“Faotorles are springing up all over
the South, and North Carolina bids
falr to rival Michiganii the ontpuh
of furniture.

i and surprising progress. Massachu-
etts still holds first place among the
siates in cotton manufacturing. South
Carolina now comes second, and North
Clarolina third. The totul number of
spindles in the Southern states is now
about 7,700,000 an Increase of 5,000,-
C00 since 1896,

‘‘The breaking up of the great plan-
tations bas multiplied the number of
towns and villages. The education of
the blacks as well as the whites is re-
ceiving greater attention, libraries
and c lleges are increasing, and the
whole South is reaping the fruits of
the courage, patience and aope of the
men of 1865.

"“T'he answer to this question in-
volves the whole Southern problem.
But 1t s more than & Southern prob-
lem—Iit is a national problem. Tha
present situation is due primarily to
the presence In the South of two allen
rac-s, bevween whom therz can be—
there must bu—no fusion,

""The leaders of Southsrn thought,
at the close of the war, should have
been allowed to retain their natural
leadership over the lgooraut whites
and blacks. The fear of Ignorant ne-
gro domination has persisted long af-
ter the danger of suc) domination has
passed, working oftenan injury to the
negro, and always a greater injury to
the whites, We of the North have in
years past made the solutlon of this
problem more difficult for our Soudh-
ern brethren. We now owe them gan-
erous sympathy and patient forbear-
arce.

“There {s something that the fed-
eral government can do to help the
situation. The South needs men. Her
inhablitants are only twenty-nine to
the square mile, while in Obio the
density is 102. Government Informa-
tlon should be sent out to the world
regarding the resources, climate, soil
of the South.

"In the vork of solving this prob-
lem the South could have no firmer
friend than President Roosevelt, for
all that the South nceds s a square
deal, and no one knows better than
the president that a square deal for
the South means simp.y intelligang
sympathy from Nortaern men, un-
prejudiced justice from the federal
government. "—Washington Pust,

Bold Stamps Ac Hall Prion.

PostoMce Inspector E. J. Pulister
had arrested in Spartanburg Wedncs-
day afternoon a ycung white man, who
appears to be a tramp. This man,
who gives several names as his proper
cognomen, was selling 2 cant postage
stamps In lots of 75 or 100 at hulf
prioe. 11215 In the station hones and
bls case will be investigated in United
States Commissioner M:Gowan's eourt
next Monday., He states that his
home was In Augusta, Ga., and that
his name is Harry E. Swaln.

OCharged With Baing Fagitive.
Cbarles K. Taylor, being partner of
Mrs. Alice Webb; Duke, has been ar-
risted at his office at Galcago charg-
ed with belog a fugitive from juskice.
He Is alleged 2 have been implicated
in a swindle at Nacogdoches, Texas,

Involving 93,000,

In the manufacture of -
cotton goods the South has mads rap-
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